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SCH NO. 2016031071 

West Valley Connector Project 

In the Counties of Los Angeles and San Bernardino  

and the Cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to 

National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. §4332) 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53, 16 U.S.C. §470, 

23 CFR Part 771, 23 CFR Part 450, and Executive Order 12898; and  

California Environmental Quality Act, PRC 21000 et seq.; and the State of California 

CEQA Guidelines, California Administrative Code, 15000 et seq. 

by the 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 

and 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 

The following persons may be contacted for additional information concerning this 

document: 

Victor Lopez, PE 

Chief of Transit & Rail Programs 

San Bernardino County  

Transportation Authority 

1170 West Third Street, 2nd Floor 

San Bernardino, CA 92410 

(909) 884-8276  

 

Candice Hughes 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 

888 South Figueroa, Suite 1050 

Los Angeles, CA 90017-5467 

(213) 629-8613 

This Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) is being 

circulated for public review beginning June24, 2019, and ending August 8, 2019. The 

documents can be viewed at the following public libraries: 

¶ Fontana Lewis Library, 8437 Sierra Avenue, Fontana, CA 92335 

¶ Ovitt Family Community Library, 215 E. C Street, Ontario, CA 91764 

¶ Pomona Public Library, 625 S. Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766 



 

 

¶ Law Library for San Bernardino County, 8409 Utica Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

91730 

¶ Rancho Cucamonga Public Library, 12505 Cultural Center Drive, Rancho Cucamonga, 

CA 91739 

The document can also be viewed online at the following link: 

http://www.gosbcta.com/sbcta/plans-projects/projects-rail-WestValleyConnector.html. 

Comments on the Draft EIR/EA shall be sent to the above contacted persons no later than 

August 8, 2019.  

ABSTRACT: The West Valley Connector Project (the WVC Project or the proposed project) 

is a proposed 35-mile-long transit improvement project that would connect the cities of 

Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana. The proposed project 

includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated 

improvements. A new operation and maintenance facility for light maintenance activities 

would be constructed. The proposed project would be constructed in two phases, including 

Phase I/Milliken Alignment, from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in 

Rancho Cucamonga and Phase II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to 

Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for operation in early 

2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion 

of Phase I when funding is available. Stations would be ñrapid busò style stations designed 

for fast boarding. One of the project alternatives also contemplates an approximately 

3.5 miles of exclusive bus rapid transit (BRT) lanes. Transit Signal Priority (TSP) and other 

transportation systems management improvements, such as queue jump lanes, would be 

included. Project impacts resulting from operation and construction of the proposed project 

are summarized in Tables S-4 and S-5. Operational impacts would be few and minor, 

although some right-of-way acquisition (primarily partial acquisitions) would be required. 

Other issues that are resolvable through design features or mitigation incorporated as part 

of the proposed project include: historic architectural resources, visual and aesthetics, traffic 

and transportation, water quality, land use, and Section 4(f) resources. Proposed mitigation 

measures include a Real Estate Acquisition Plan, a Relocation Assistance Program, 

adherence to Federal Transit Administration (FTA) acquisition laws, safety and security 

measures at stations, a Worker Health and Safety Plan, archaeological monitoring during 

ground-disturbance activities, a Traffic Control Plan (TCP), and implementation of 

construction best management practices.  
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SUMMARY 

The San Bernardino County Transportation 

Authority (SBCTA), in cooperation with the 

cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, 

Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana (see 

Figures S-1 and S-2), proposes 

construction of the West Valley Connector 

Project (the WVC Project or the proposed 

project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit 

(BRT) project that would decrease travel 

times and improve the existing public 

transit system within the corridor.  

The proposed project includes up to 

60 station platforms at 33 locations/major 

intersections and associated 

improvements. A new operation and 

maintenance (O&M) facility for light 

maintenance activities would be 

constructed. The proposed project would 

be constructed in two phases, including 

Phase I/Milliken Alignment, from the 

Pomona Regional Transit Center to 

Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga 

and Phase II/Haven Alignment, from 

Ontario International Airport to Kaiser 

Permanente Medical Center in Fontana. 

Phase I is scheduled for operation in early 

2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven 

Alignment is scheduled to occur after the 

completion of Phase I when funding is 

available. Stations would be ñrapid busò 

style stations designed for fast boarding. 

One of the project alternatives also 

contemplates an approximately 3.5 miles 

of exclusive BRT lanes. Transit Signal 

Priority (TSP) and other transportation 

systems management improvements, such 

as queue jump lanes, would be included.  

The proposed project is subject to State 

and federal environmental review 

requirements because it involves the use 

of federal funds administered by the 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA); 

therefore, the joint documentation has 

been prepared in compliance with both 

the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) and the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). SBCTA is the 

lead agency under CEQA; FTA is the lead 

federal agency under NEPA. 

This Draft Environmental Impact Report 

(EIR) and Environmental Assessment 

(EA) was prepared by SBCTA, in 

cooperation with FTA, to evaluate 

environmental impacts associated with 

implementation of the proposed project 

and address appropriate and feasible 

mitigation measures and alternatives to 

the proposed project that would reduce or 

eliminate potential impacts. 

1.1 Regional Planning 

Context  

In 2004, SBCTA, in coordination with 

Omnitrans, undertook a system-wide 

transit corridor planning study to identify 

major transit corridors within its service 

area that have potential for the 

development of major fixed-route transit 

investments. The study determined that 

the existing local bus routes do not have 

operating speeds capable of competing 

well with the automobile in capturing 

choice riders who are making medium- to 
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Figure S-1 Project Location Map 
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Figure S-2 Project Vicinity Map 








































































